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REF: USUN 5023 (NOTAL) 

1. JAPANESE PERMREP SAITO AT NOV 23 RECEPTION TOLD 

MISOFFS OF LATE AFTERNOON ASIAN WORKING GROUP (AWG) MEETING 
ON KHMER ISSUE. SAITO SAID AWG DETERMINED THAT SO FAR SPEAKERS' 
LIST FOR HALF-DAY PLENARY DEBATE NOV 29 INCLUDES ONLY ALGERIA 
AND ALBANIA. KHMER FONMIN LONG BORET WILL SPEAK AND OTHER 
AWG MEMBERS (E.G., THAILAND) WILL BE PREPARED TO SPEAK. 

2. AWG DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY THAT CONSENSUS COULD BE 
WORKED OUT ON KHMER BUT DISMISSED THIS BECAUSE IT FELT 
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE ACHIEVE. NEXT AWG DISCUSSED DEFERMENT, 
AGREED THAT THIS PREFERABLE, AND DECIDED TAKE SOUNDINGS 
WITH ARGENTINA, ETHIOPIA, GHANA AND MEXICO TO DETERMINE 
IF THESE COUNTRIES WOULD TAKE LEAD ON DEFERMENT. AWG 
ALSO DISCUSSED SOUNDINGS FROM LOBBYING IN CAPITALS. APPROX- 
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INCONCLUSIVE AND THERE NEED FOR EFFORT IN NEW YORK. AWG WILL MEET 
NOV. 28 TO REPORT RESULTS OF EFFORTS TO GET NON-ALIGNED 
SPONSOR DEFERMENT MOVE AND TO DECIDE FURTHER TACTICS FOR NEXT 
DAY'S DEBATE. 

3. SAITO, IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION. SAID 

AWG APPRECIATIVE OF US LOBBYING (AND COORDINATION OF LOBBYING 
EFFORTS) IN CAPITALS TO DATE. SINCE AWG BELIEVES DEFERMENT 
CAN SUCCEED ONLY IF IT CONSIDERED A NON-ALIGNED EFFORT. HE 
RECOMMENDED THAT US LOBBYING IN CAPITALS CONTINUE TO CONCEN- 
TRATE ONLY ON THE SUBSTANTIVE ITEM. THIS WILL PUT PRESSURE 
ON COUNTRIES TO FIND WAY OUT OF VOTING ON POTENTIALLY EMBARRA- 
SSING ITEM. 

4. SAITO SAID AWG MEMBERS REPORTED THAT YUGOSLAVS ARE 
SPREADING STORY THAT THEY AND ALGERIANS WANTED TO DELAY 
CONSIDERATION OF PRO-SIHANOUK ITEM BUT CHINESE WANTED IMMEDIATE 
CONSIDERATION. ACCORDING TO YUGOSLAVS. PRC WANTS VOTE ON SIHANOUK 
ITEM BEFORE CREDENTIALS COMITE REPORTS EVEN IF ITEM IS DEFEATED. 
INDONESIANS CONCLUDE THAT CHINESE MUST BE BEHIND ALBANIAN 
EFFORT TO DEBATE PRO-SIHANOUK ITEM. 

5. SAITO SUGGESTED THAT HE. AMB BENNETT AND FONMIN 

BORET MEET NOV 26 TO DISCUSS KHMER QUESTION. HE AGREED THAT 
THREE MISSIONS SHOULD COMPARE NOTES ON LOBBYING EFFORT. 

6. IN ADDITION TO REGULAR AWG MEMBERS (AUSTRALIA, 

INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, NEW ZEALAND, JAPAN, SINGAPORE, THAILAND 
AND PHILIPPINES), FUI NOW PARTICIPATING IN MEETINGS. 

7. IN INFORMAL TALKS WITH MEMBERS OTHER MISSIONS, USUN HAS 
FOUND INDICATIONS OF SUPPORT FOR EFFORT AVOID VOTE ON PRO- 
SIHANOUK ITEM. INDIAN PERMREP SEN TOLD AMB BENNETT THAT WHILE 
HE (SEN) PERSONALLY CONSIDERS THAT SIHANOUK HAS BETTER CLAIM, 
SIHANOUK CANNOT PRESS HIS CLAIM WHILE LIVING IN PEKING. 

SEN ADDED THAT IT NOT UP TO UNGA TO DECIDE THIS ISSUE. 

BENNETT 
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